Johannes Brahms (1833.897) 19" Century Austria
Romantic Composer

Johannes Brahms
(Yoh-han-es BRAHMS )

Romantic Era Composer

B: 7 May 1833, HamburgGerman Confederation (modern Germany)
D: 3 April 1897 Vienna, Austrblungarian Empire (modern Austria)

When little Johann announced to his father thatwianted to become a
professional musician, just like his dad, Johann Sr. was delighted.ittlentil
Johann was not interested in professionally playing the tmbhlss, or the
violin, or the zither, or any of the instruments his father knew how to pla_~ &=
andthe family owned. Nojttle Johann wanted to be a piano playéhat ¥y =

was aLOT less portable to gigs!) Nonetheless, Johann, then hisdorBtitz,insistedon the pianoand

so the familymade it work. Johann worked very hard under the best teasleHamburg, and gave his
first public concert when he was 20The first teacher tried to get Brahms to give up his little
compositions to focus on playing better. His second, Maixsot only encouraged the composing, he
gave Brahms, now a teenager, lessdn music theory, compositions, and more.

Brahms struggled to make a living as a musician and composer until a mutual ftreddeed him to
music’s leading couple: Robert and Clara Schumann. Botimgadished musicians and composers, they
welcomed yaing Brahms and encouraged him. Robert was so impressed vaitimBis music, he wrote
an article in the leading Vienna paper, announcing Brahms as the next greatsemgbohe future.

That was great...in a way. Brahms’s music suddenly had aheuppsope were asking him to conduct
and compose...but Brahms felt like none of his pieces coessure up to Robert Schumann’s ideals.
Brahms even burnt pieces (lots of them) he didn't feadi up to what they “should be.” He also didn’t
debut major symphoniesntil he was 43, because they weren’t “good enough.” (by 4&ttBven had
composed 8 symphonies and gone deaf; Mozart had composeddibeen dead for 8 years!) Brahms
preferred to stick with smaller pieces designed for private performancedd,hanfinal trusted himself.

When Robert Schumann had a mental health breakdown, Brahoved into the Schumann house,
helping Clara with their eight children and working with the doctors to helgeRdthe doctors felt
seeing Clara would be too distressing.) When Robert died, Brahms and Claeldeaidt marry, but
Brahms did occasionally babysit the eight little Schumanns while Clara eaomsy mouring. Brahms
loved children and babysitting: he laughed and played tidisad with them (he even broughigiown
toys from childhood) and watched them perform magic tsictemanding to know they did them!

Brahms toured and composed, worked and published, but saaally, difficult to understand. With
adults, he was very reserved and gruff, didn't seem teeh@wotions in public, and often insulted
people (sometimes on purpose, but not always.) Evera(3ahumann, his best friend, said she didn’t
understand him. His emotions must have been poured out méomusic however, which often reduced
people to teas. Today, when people talk about the great composers of Classicatyidtey often

mean the “Three B’s of Music...Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms

1 According to the adult Brahms, during this time, Johann would help the family fidigrtzy professionally playirdance
tunes at the pianos at the drinking taverns and houses of ill repute of Hambungeudog, that would have been illegal (both
music andninors were banned from house of ill reputg law) so music historians anesure if this actually happened.

R.J. Hughes 1
Drawingdemystified.com



Johannes Brahms (1833.897) 19" Century Austria
Romantic Composer

Quotes

“The Idea comes to me from outside of me -
and is like a qift. | then take the idea and
make it my own - that is where the skKill
lies.”

“Without
craftsmanship,
Inspiration is a
mere reed
shaken in the
wind.”

Brahms as a young man before he grew h
beard. He loved that beard because it ga'
him a sense of anonymity among his ador
public...at least until they recognized him |
the beard!

R.J. Hughes 2
Drawingdemystified.com



Johannes Brahms (1833.897) 19" Century Austria
Romantic Composer

Vocabulary

Tempo : From the Italian word “tempo” meaning time, terajin musicis how fast a piece of
music is played. In Brahms'’s time, the composer would natype of beat and sense of emotion he
wanted the musician to convey.

Allegro giocoso : Allegrois anltalian word meaning “faslively”, while “giocoso” means playful or
lively.

T uplets and Triplets:

A Tupletis an irrational musical notation. ; 5:4

Anytime a composer wanted to wedge more ' - = 5 ‘

notes than the beat would technically allow, he ﬁ (3} IE
or she used a tuplet, and noted how many note —o—9—9¢ 9 ¢ ¢ o ¢
needed to fit into the new beat by setting a

number over the grouping. The most coman Shown here is a nested tuplet. the 5:4 in the mother tuplet
type of tuplet is a triplet (see below) but bracket means "I've put 5 beats where normally we have fo
quintuplets/pentuplets (5 notes), sextuplets (6 beats" thereach of the triplet (3) and quintuplet (5) are nested

inside that moth intuplet
notes), and septuplets (seven noteahd nested neide that momer quintuple
tuplets also exist.

Triplet:

Most of the time, a quarter note, split in two, produced two eighth notas. 8TRIPLET is when three
eighth notes are wedged into one beat. (Three now fit where two usgally A triplet is indicated by a
“3” posted over the notes, so the musician knows there are now three notes frbd#, rather than
two.

Ta- Ta- Ta - Ta Ti-Ti Ti-Ti Ti-Ti Ti-Ti Trip-a-let Trip-a-let Trip-a-let Trip-a-let
3 3 3 3 -
I s s

1
|
P oo 6 6 0 0 00 o000 o006 o000 oo

Today, we will hear a lot of triplets in Brahms'sSymphony.

Etymology and History: In math, when things happen in a sequence or in groups, we gyerd
that ends inle. Single (one) Couple (two) Triple (three) Quadruple (fapuintuple (five) and so on.
When itappears with the ending-&t” instead of “le” (Triplet vs. Tiple) the “et” is a noun describing
that group. So triple babies are three babies that are born one after anothee\ewthe whole group
of babies together are called “triplets And sq the three groups of notes together are also “tripléts

“Triplet” itself comes from the LatifiTriplare” meaning “threefold”

Originally applied to poetry (a triplet was three successive lines of poetmpusic, triplets were
invented around 1801.
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More B rahms Compositions

Brahms was one of the last early Romantic composers: he defied ihglasd
brash Romantic composers like Wagner and Tchaikovsky with theiyoverl
dramatic, emotional works.

Piano Concerto No. 1 ~ Composed 185%remiered 1859

The first piano concerto Brahms lgicly composed and publicly played did not go over agll
all. Duingthe first TWO concerts, the audience refused to clap, hissed, and booed. A
disappointedBrahms wrote to a friend afterwardd am only experimenting and feeling my
way... all the same, the hissing was rather too mug@hankfully, the third performacg, in his
hometown of Hamburgwas a smash hit! Today, it is considered one of the best Piano
Concertos available, and if frequently performed.

The Cradle Song Completed 1868

This is probably Brahms’s most wialown piece by most people. Originally called
“Wiegenlied” it is now knan as “the Cradle Song” or “Brahmkigllaby”

Symphony No 1: Composed 1855 1876; Premiered 4 November 1876

Thanks to Robert Schumann’s pronouncement that Brahms was the next great @ntbes
heir of BeethovenBrahms talked himself out of many larger compositions for many y&ars.
be fair, if anyone had been nominated the heir to Beethoven’s greatnesstdbeyould have
been nervous! Nonetheless, Brahms did well figrdebut symphony; it was called
“Beethoven’s Tenth” in some circles.

Hungarian Dances 1 - 21: Completed 18691880

Brahms enjoyed doing fun little pieces. These twearig dances are based upon the folk
melodies and dances of Hungary, which “joined” the Austrian Empirendrthe time these
tunes were composed. Only three of the 21, (nos. 11, 14, and 16) arelgrdriginal to
Brahms’s perfmost are variations and arrangements of popular turees) two (Nos. 1 and 5)
are the most famous of the set. No 5 in particular is quite well knownk fagp, you'll
probably recognize it), and was even used by Warner' Bt843 cartoon, “Pigs in a PoJka
rendition of the Three Little Pigs

Symphony No. 4 in E Minor Composed 1884; Premiered October 25, 1885

Often considered the greatest of all Brahms’s Symphonic works, Symphohwhi®the piece
of music played during Brahms'’s final public appearance. Sick with cancerajlecairthat
time,) Brahms attended the concert and hdadhe audience give a loud ovation (applause)
after each movement. Heied exactly one month later.
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Fun Facts (that didn't fit in the bio)

The surname “Brahms” derives from the German word for the “Shrub Bfoom
better known in English as theipine family of plantglike the one on the left)it
was called &broom” (both in English and German) because the stiff brasaf
this plant were commonly bundled into brooms for sweepiwogies. In English
the original name transformed into “broom” but later, when the German word
“Bram” (the root of Brahms) was intdoiced, it transformed into “bramble This
plant has another historical connection: in Latims group of plants were
sometimes calledplanta genista”which is where the name “Plantagenet” came
from; the English royal dynasty that included King Ricti@@d.ionhearted, Edward
| (Longshanks), and Edward Ill, among others.

Brahms the composer was technically Johann Brahms Ill. Both his fathestriftigemusician) and
grandfather (the antmusic innkeeper) were also Johann Brahms. Johan | wasexppdien his son,
Johann Il, wanted to be a musician, and so banned musictfrerhouse. Johann Il continued to sneak
out anyway, learning music from anyone he could. Johann | gexbihim, so Johann Il ran
away...again...and again...and again...trying to learn music. Eventually, Johaat IGaavrhust have
made Johann Il a musiciand relented. Johann | lived long enough to see the birth ofduis-t®-be-
famous grandson Johann Ill.

Brahms was 9 years old when egearter of his home of Hamburg was
destroyed by a great fire of May Way 8. Several churches, the
Hamburg Town Hall, and thousands of homes were destroyedgithie
4-day blaze. Even the firefighters were hampered because the Elbe R
which flows through Hamburg to the sea, was low, and firefighters |
couldn’t pump enough water high enougheatinguishthe blaze.The
town, probably including Brahms'’s family, evacuated to¢bantryside
until the fire extinguishedIn the end, it didn’t impact the Brahms family
much, asat the time they lived in the poorer waterfront district, which
the blaze never came neamdeed, Brahms’s birth homgee on the
right), made of wood and bricks, remained standing ut@i43 when it
was destroyed during an Allied bombing of Hamburg.

Despite the fact that Brahms had many female friends and admirers, (Clara Schumang, @tters),
Brahms never married. He even got engaged once, to Agathe vondibbbgot cold feet and broke
the engagement. Historians love to ask why he never married, but it i®Biteg to note that his little
brother Felix also never married.

Russian amposer PyotiTchaikovskintensely disliked Brahms's carefully crafted music. He preferred
the wildly intense music of Wagner, and imagined Brahms was & selgbrity. When he met Brahms
at a house of a friend in 1889, Tchaikovsky discovered Brahmdomasto-earth and funny, so the two
men hit it off! Over several days, as both listened to the other's music, they came taumamu
conclusion: they liked each other as friends and HATEDahelis music. And that was firveith them.

Brahms mounted a bust of Beethoven high on the wall bethiis piano bench, so Beethoven could
always look down his nose on Brahms when he played! (notrhst comforting thought!)
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Take Home:

For Younger Kids:

Getting to know the World'’s
Greatest Composers: Brahms

by Mike Venezia.

Like many other books in Venezia’'s works, this
one covers the story of Brahms using a
combination of cartoons and period photos
and paintings. | love the cover: showing
Beethoven'dust looming of Brahms, telling
him “Don’t Screw Up!” Because it's based on
a real thing Brahms did! He actually mounted
a bust of Beethoven high on the wall behind
his piano bench so Beethoven could look over Brahms'’s gaowilot
something | would watnif | were a composer(l had to include the picture
on the right: there is Brahms in his parlor, leaning against his piano, and
you can see the bust of Beethoven behind lhigh on the wall')

For Older Kids:

Masters of Music: The World's Greatest C omposers. The Life
and Times of Johannes Brahms

'Mter& of ‘Music

'f.'li.;:r:r.-,\ Brafima
By Jim Whiting
This is a great book which is a moralapth but still childfriendly biography
of Brahms separated into chapters. There is lots of photos of Brahsm ani
places he lived and his friendad family. | also loved the inset articles abot
the world events going on during Brahms’s lifetime, so you can get a mor
complete picture of his world. It is older, you may only find it at the library
or secondhand.

LISTEN TO THE MUSIC:

Get to know Brahms and his music. Listen to Brahms muasyoatube, spotify, Pandora, or on CDs. Go
to a concert, if at all possible. Before long, you'll be able o listen to Classis@al mnd say, “Hey! That's
a Romanic era piece!” and sometimes, eV&hat's Brahms!” “That's Beethoven! “That's Liszt!”

Enjoy!
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