
Perspective Lesson 4: Drawing One-Point 

Perspective 
 

Materials 

• Pencils 

• Paper 

• Ruler 

• ERASERS!!!! 

 

There are three aspects to perspective. The first has to do with how the size of objects seems to 

diminish according to distance: the second, the manner in which colors change the farther away 

they are from the eye; the third defines how objects ought to be finished less carefully the farther 

away they are.  

Leonardo da Vinci 1 

 

Tutor: Today, we’re going to work with “perspective”.  Have you ever seen photos like this?  

<Show the Train track photo.> 

Or have you ever seen a road like this? 

<show the road photograph> 2 

Both of these photos show how objects get smaller and closer together until they seem to “vanish” at 

the “vanishing Point” on the “horizon”.  These are some of the art vocabulary for the drawing technique 

of perspective, and both the photographs depict “One-Point Perspective”—where the object all seem to 

head for a single point in the picture.  

We are going to do something similar today.  

This type of art is very step-by-step process, so we’re going to work on this together.  

<I tried to make the tutorial easy to follow.  That being said, I do encourage practicing the tutorial step-

by-step before demonstrating it!>  

                                                           
1 A note about the drawing you see paired with this quotation.  The portrait is from Leonardo’s later career, but 

the landscape is his FIRST surviving drawing of his that we know of.  Dated August 5, 1473, Leonardo completed it 

when he was 21.  It depicts that Arno river valley, and the castle on the left is the Montelupo Castle.  This drawing 

is an example of informal/zero-point perspective. 
2 Both of these photos are listed as being in the public domain on the website pixabay.com. 



 



 



 







 


