
 

Perspective Lesson 3:  Three-Dimensional Drawings, creating objects out 

of shapes 
 

Making things out of shape to create more complex shapes-even humans! 

Materials:  

• Paper 

• Pencils 

• Erasers!!!! 

• Ruler 

• Printables (included)  

 

How do we build things on paper?  

Much like a set of blocks, you can build people, animals, buildings and things using shapes and OiLS on 

you paper. 

Take a look at this picture.  The artist was demonstrating how he used blocks to “block” out humans in 

various poses.  This sketch was from Italian artist Luca Cambiasi who lived from 1527 – 1585. 

<Show the “Tumbling Men” (Robots) by Cambiasi> 

Here’s another work of his demonstrating how the shapes can be softened and you see the beginning of 

a human-not robot-looking form. 

<Cambiasi’s sketches featuring two parent/child pairs>  

Even Albrecht Durer, whom we met in Cycle 11 broke his human subjects down into shapes.  

<Show the Durer cube-man>  

Even today, artists almost instinctively break things down in their heads to simpler shapes.  When they 

draw, the lightly draw these simple shapes, then build upon them.  By the time a sketch is finished, most 

of these shapes are hidden beneath the layers of details.  

Look at some of these:  

<Here you can show any, some, or none of the samples I provided.  There are three: an elephant, a 

peacock, and Joan of Arc.  All three show original images and a breakdown, plus some supplemental 

information.  If you don’t need it, don’t use it.  But sometimes, it’s difficult for people to see how an artist 

“sees” the world, and I hope these helped..>  

                                                           
1 If you did Cycle 1, otherwise, you might substitute “whom we’ll meet in two years during Cycle 1,”.  Up to you. 



So I have a few ways we can draw some objects.  Let’s try them, step-by-step together. 

<There are three tutorials here: turning a cube into a book, and turning a column and sphere into a tree, 

and turning one truncated cone plus two different cylinders into a lamp. If you finish those, challenge the 

students to the final drawing, combining all three objects.>  

 

Activity: Use the step-by-step guides to draw books and trees, or any other objects you’d like to draw 

using three-dimensional forms.  The Foundations guide also suggests using these forms to draw:  

• A Television 

• A Top Hat (column plus oval perhaps?)  

• Birthday Cake 

• Christmas Present 

 

 

 



 



 

 

Cambiasi, Luca., Parent-Child Pairings 

 



 

Sketch by Albrecht Durer, showing how he divided the human form into shapes.  
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